
INTER RELIGIOUS COLLOQUIUM OF BANGUI

In the framework of  the « International Decade for the Promotion of a Culture of Non Violence and Peace for the 
Benefit of the Children in the World (2001-2010) » the Réseau Foi Culture et Education-Centrafrique (RFCE-RCA) (or 
the Central African Chapter of the Network for Faith Culture and Education) held from 4-7 February in Bangui, CAR,  
the 8th edition of the International Colloquium on the theme: « Inter Religious Contribution for the Consolidation of  
Peace in CAR and the sub-region ». This colloquium was funded by Bread for the World and Misereor and brought  
together religious leaders,  associations and organizations  from Central  African Republic  (CAR),  Cameroon, Chad,  
Gabon, Kenya and Germany. 
Some other key invitees were unfortunately able to make it due to travels difficulties.

1. OBJECTIVES  

The objectives were as follow:

General Objective     : To mobilise all actors from the various religions in CAR and the sub-region in view of a greater  
involvement in the research and promotion of a culture of non violence and peace in CAR and the sub region. 
Specific Objectives : 
-  To  contribute  to  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  various  religious  denominations  by  each  other  and  the  
development /realisation of a common vision of peace. 
-  To bring the various communities to commit themselves to a closer collaboration and pursue the Inter religious  
dialogue. 

- To create and strengthen relations among religious leaders, associations and organisations of the sub-region that  
are promoting non violence and peace. 

2. PRESENTATIONS  
The opening ceremony was blessed by the presence of the Apostolic Nonce, His Excellency Bishop Jude Thadeus 
OKOLO.
 

Participants were privileged to listen to various lectures made by experts before going into working groups.
The following themes were dealt with:

• «  Role  of  political  leaders  and  communities  in  peace  ‘management’  and  peace  building»  by 
Honorable Laurent GOMINA PAMPALI, a member of the Central African Parliament. 

•  « Roles of Religious Leaders and Communities in peace ‘management’ and peace building » by Rev. 
Dr.  NOUPANGA,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculté  de  Théologie  Evangélique  de  Bangui (FATEB)/  Faculty  of  Evangelical 
Theology of Bangui. 

• « The Theological Foundations of Peace in the Quran and the Bible » by Imam Zounedou MFON and 
Father Rock NYASIMBA from Cameroon and CAR respectively1.

• « Muslim-Christian Cooperation and collaboration for Peace in the society and a peaceful coexistence 
» by Rev. Dr. Johnson MBILLAH, the General Adviser for the Programme for Christian Muslim Relations in Africa  
(PROCMURA) based in Nairobi, Kenya2.

1. Imam Zounedou MFOM is the General Secretary of the Conseil Supérieur Islamique du Cameroun (CSIC)/ the Higher Islamic Council in 
Cameroon and an active member of the Commission for Communication of the Association Camerounaise pour le Dialogue Interreligieux  
(ACADIR),/Cameroonian Association for Inter Religious Dialogue, while Father and Rock NYASIMBA is a member of the Spiritan Order  and the 
spiritual adviser to the Central African Chapter of the Network for Faith Culture and Education 

2 PROCMURA is Pan African Ecumenical Organization which deals Inter faith issues.
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Apart from lectures, participants had the chance to listen to up-dated presentations on the various religious 
experiences and initiatives going on in the sub region in the area of peace building. The chance was given to Rev.  
BENAYA NDOROUM of the Eglises et Missions Evangéliques du Tchad /Churches and Evangelical Churches in Chad 
and Imam Abakar WALAR of the Conseil Supérieur des Affaires Islamiques au Tchad/the Supreme Council for Islamic 
Affairs in Chad to present the socio-political situation in Chad, while Imam Zounedou MFON and Rev. Dr. Tompte 
TOM presented the socio-political situation in Cameroon and CAR respectively.

A presentation was also made by Father Patrick NGUEMA EDOU from Gabon on the « International Decade for the 
Promotion of a Culture of Non Violence and Peace for the Benefit of the Children in the World (2001-2010) ».

3. RECOMMANDATIONS     

 The series of presentations were followed by group works.  Many proposals came out. Below are the main ones:

 To continue the inter religious dialogue and organize encounters between Christian and Muslims  
communities but also between Religious leaders;
 To organize training of trainers in the area of peace building;
 To hold joint prayers for forgiveness and reconciliation ;
 To organize joint activities aiming at fighting HIV/AIDS;
 To develop a booklet on the biblical and Islamic basis for peace;
 To  invite  each  other’s  community  at  the  occasions  of  religious  events  like  Ramadan,  Tabaski,  
Christmas and Easter;
 To promote peaceful coexistence and fight xenophobia and hatred;
 To promote tolerance and fight fundamentalism;
 To collaborate and organize joint activities in view of addressing issues facing both communities like  
HIV/AIDS;
 To organize joint cultural activities (soccer games, musical )
 To create Inter religious council in the various countries; 
 To present joint emissions on the air;
 To mobilize youth and women for peace activities;
 To organize solidarity visits among the religious communities;
 To organize feedback meetings after the colloquium.

4. ACTIVITY   PLAN   

Participants also worked out a list of activities to be implemented in the course of the year: among them, we can 
mention:

- Research on peace initiatives going in the sub-region and compile them.  Time line: end of March 2010.
- The holding of a meeting by the Steering Committee with religious leaders in the sub-region in order to share  

the outcome of the Bangui Colloquium with them. Time line: end of March 2010.
- Develop and publish a compilation of biblical and Koranic verses referring to peace and non violence. Time 

line: end of May 2010.
- Training  workshops  on  leadership,  conflict  resolution  and  non  violent  communication.  Time  line:  June-

September 2010. 
- Regular Radio programmes on inter faith dialogue and peace building. Time line: April to September 2010.
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A steering committee was set up and tasked with the responsibility of facilitating the implementations of these  
proposals. It is comprised of General MALENDOMA, Imam Ibrahim, Imam Zounedou MFOM, Mr. OUAMBO Gérard 
OUAMBO, Mr. Toby ROTAZO and Mrs. BISSAFI.

5. VISITS  
The Steering Committee and a delegation of participants paid a courtesy visit to the Apostolic Nonce, His Excellency 
Bishop Jude Thadeus OKOLO.

The end of the Colloquium was marked by religious celebrations: for instance Muslim participants attended 
the church services/ mass, while the Christians took part in the Friday prayers in the Mosque. The floor was given to  
the ‘’visitors’’ so that they can great the community and share the new Inter Faith spirit with them.
 

Summary written by Dr. Comlan Prosper Deh, All African Conference of Churches, Nairobi
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